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chocolate boxes, and behaved generally as if they
were at a revue at Home* This, I am sorry to say,
was confined mainly to the British portion of the
audience, although some of the Maltese in the boxes
could be exasperating.
I once saw an amusing thing in this theatre,
It was during the most dramatic part of Tosca. It
will be remembered that Tosca has stabbed the
villain, who falls dead, and she has to place two
lighted candles at his head* On making her
appearance from a door at the back of the stage,
before the stabbing took place, she tripped over a
mat and nearly fell on her face. Later, when she
went to get the candles, she again tripped over the
mat. This time I was forced to giggle, but worse
was to follow. Tosca could not get those candles
to light, and they behaved as if possessed of a
devil. The audience became restive, but at last
she managed it and, picking up the candlesticks, she
carried them across and put them down at the
dead man's head. Promptly one fell out of the
stick and went out. Tosca then gave it up in
disgust, whilst everyone tittered.